Have we been DUP'd to think Depleted Uranium Penetrators (DUPs) are acceptable weapons of war? 


Starmet, formerly Nuclear Metals Inc., in Concord, Massachusetts is one of two US manufacturers who have produced the anti-tank depleted uranium penetrator (DUP). 

Gulf Troops Exposed to DU Hazard

The US Department of Defense estimates 315 tons of DU were fired during the Gulf War. " ‘Thousands’ of soldiers may have been exposed to depleted uranium residues in connection with the war, according to the Pentagon." (San Francisco Examiner, 1/9/98) 

Two independent surveys of more than 10,000 Gulf War veterans found that 3 out of 4 servicemen and women came in contact with equipment and areas contaminated with DU. Many traveled through the battlefields, collecting souvenirs and climbing on destroyed Iraqi tanks for photos, without knowing they were putting themselves at risk. 

The Facts from Reliable Sources 

DUP's are effective antitank weapons, but when DU bullets strike, they ignite, forming fine particles of toxic and radioactive dust which can be inhaled or swallowed. DU can cause lung and other cancers, damage to the kidneys and liver, and congenital malformations and genetic damage. DU weapons were heavily used in the Basra area of Southern Iraq."For the past three months Dr. Zenad has been monitoring the birth defects in their delivery room (Basra, Iraq) where 20 to 30 babies are born daily. She keeps her findings in a hard-backed grey notebook. ... She begins: 'August - we had three babies born with no head. Four had abnormally large heads. In September we had six with no heads, none with large heads and two with short limbs. In October, one with no head, four with big heads and four with deformed limbs or other types of deformities..” Guardian Weekly, 1/10/99 

DU dust remains radioactive. "Battlefields littered with the residue of spent DU bullets remain radioactive almost indefinitely." Christian Science Monitor, 4/30/99 

It is next to impossible to clean up DU dust.. "The cost of cleaning DU residue in the Gulf would be prohibitive. The price tag for removing 152,000 pounds of DU in the now-closed 500 acre Jefferson Proving Ground in Indiana has been estimated to have been $4 billion to $5 billion." Christian Science Monitor 4/30/99 

A single charred DU bullet found by US forces was emitting 260 -270 millirads per hour. The current limit of exposure for nonradiation workers is 100 millirads per year. 1991 U.S. Army Safety Memo (DU Case Narrative 9/98 , p.183, available - Military Toxics Project) 

Depleted Uranium Use: Deception, Coverups and Citizen Outrage
In 1991, DU penetrators were first used in the Gulf War. No information about protection was given to our soldiers. In 1994, on NBC's Dateline "Deadly Fire", General Calvin Waller, second in command to Norman Schwartzkopf, said he wasn't told about the dangers of DU. He says "To be very candid, it is an inexcusable act for anyone who knew about this prior to the start of hostilities who didn't ensure and insist that the word was passed to the lowest levels." 

In 1995, DU weapons were used in Bosnia. 

In Dec. 1995 and Jan. 1996 the US Marine Corps fired 1,520 DU rounds during training exercises near Okinawa, Japan, and only expressed "regret" to the Japanese government in 1997. 

In Feb., 1999, by "mistake" the US Navy dropped 267 rounds of DU on the Puerto Rican island of Vieques. On July 4, 1999 50,000 Puerto Ricans demonstrated against US military use of their island. 

In April of 1999, DU weapons were used in Kosovo. 

In September of 1999, it was reported on Canadian Broadcasting Co. TV that over the years from 1991 until about a year ago, the Canadian navy fired six tons of depleted uranium shells, mostly into a fishing area off Halifax harbour. Lt.-Cmdr. Bill McKillip "said there are no plans to either clean up the slugs or test to see if radioactive material has entered the food chain." 

What countries now have depleted uranium weapons in their arsenals? 

In 1999 China joined the US, Canada, United Kingdom, France, Russia, Greece, Turkey, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Egypt, Kuwait, Pakistan, Thailand and Taiwan. having depleted uranium penetrators in their arsenals. Both the US and Russia sell depleted uranium weapons on the world arms market. 

UN Vote 

The United Nations Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities voted a resolution which included the following:
. . . "Convinced that the production, sale and use of such weapons are incompatible with international human rights and humanitarian law,
. . . "Urged all States to be guided in their national policies by the need to curb the production and the spread of weapons of mass destruction or with indiscriminate effect, in particular nuclear weapons, chemical weapons, fuel-air bombs, napalm, cluster bombs, biological. weaponry and weaponry containing depleted uranium." 

29 August 1996 Adopted by 15 votes to 1 (the US) 

Join the National Campaign to Ban DU
Call the Military Toxics Project or Grassroots Actions for Peace for resource support. 

Talk with your friends about the information in this flier. Get answers to your questions by contacting Tara Thornton at the Military Toxics Project at (207) 783-5091 (PO Box 558, Lewiston, Maine 04243). email: duorganizer@miltoxproj.org (www.miltoxproj.org) or Pat Eddington at the National Gulf War Resource Center, Inc., (301) 585-4000 ext. 556 (www.ngwrc.org) 

Join your allies to work for a ban on depleted uranium weapons. 

Athol, Raytheon Peacemakers, Contact: Hattie Nestel, (978) 249-9400 

Boston, Latinos for Social Change, Contact: Steve Fernandez, (617) 524-1268 

Boston, Mobilization for Survival, Contact: Wells Wilkinson, (617) 354-0008 

Cambridge, American Friends Service Committee, Contact: Joseph Gerson, 617) 661-6130 

Concord, Grassroots Actions for Peace Contact: Carol Dwyer, (978) 369-1162 Veterans for Peace, (202) 347-6780 

Other groups working for a ban on DU weapons are organized in Alaska, Arizona, California, Connecticut, Nevada, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Puerto Rico and Manchester, England. 

